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!
Visions of future are not represented by utopia anymore but by solid scientific research, 

which not only predicts but summarises our present situation through collected data. 

Subjective or objective dreaming about far away future, which could appear in someway or 

other, has no more value in our world of infinite resources and technologies. Because ex-

actly these technologies and scientific progress that is happening here and now allows us 

to not only predict but also change the vision of seemingly devastating future. 

!
repositioning of an architect 
!
Collecting data and using scientific progress requires architects to become scientists, and 

having overview on not only recent social,cultural and political situations but also environ-

mental, ecological and technological status. Future requires us as architects not collabora-

ting with architects but instead creating cross disciplinary cooperations with biologist, che-

mists, molecular biologist, bioengineers, robotics engineers, and many other experts. This 

kind of alienation of a role of architect will help us to visualise future more precisely and 

elaborate more hope giving trustful visions. 

As Liam Young said: “The point of futurology and speculative fiction is also to explore role 

of architect itself - to reposition architect as a cultural agitator, one who imagines entire fu-

ture scenarios, not just discrete buildings,”(1)  only then can architect fully use implications 

and  consequences of today’s trends towards imagining the future. 

!
Architects will never stop dreaming of better future, but nowadays in order to be able to 

counterpose the image of seemingly unavoidable apocalypse, the depression of our socie-

ty, they need to become an analysts of the current situation, find matter of disappointment, 

and give us a hope towards future through their progressive solutions.  

The “four riders of the apocalypse” are accordingly to Slavoj Žižek(2) comprised by the 

worldwide ecological crisis; imbalances within the economic system (forthcoming struggles 

over raw materials, food, water); biogenetic revolution (reduction of humans to mani-

pulable machines); and explosive growth of social divisions. 

Now every architect might find strangely fascinating problem, that is one of many driving 

us towards dystopian future, problem that he would address through architecture and be-



come a mediator between all the professions and experts that are relevant in order to 

make some positive progress. 
!
why Alice in Wonderland got replaced by Hunger Games 
!
These four main reasons as Žižek points out and many other are truly signalling not very 

happy forthcoming for us, but what is honestly making us loosing our hope is that we are 

truly disgusted from each other.  

!
When you loose the hope and surrender to depression the only story that seams to be real 

and believable must be dystopian.  

No wonder dystopian literature and movies are nowadays more popular then beautiful 

utopian visions of how beautiful may our world full of multilayered overground traffic, ro-

bots and nature unaffected by technology look like in 200 years. Because it is not real. It is 

not believable. And Alice falling through a rabbit hole into a fantasy world not by a chance 

called Wonderland as well as parallel dimension of Tomorrowland and many others are a 

beautiful stories. But they will always remain a fairy tails we had a good time watching/rea-

ding/looking at and then life goes on and this kind of story will never become part of our 

lives more then as an amusement. 

!
Dystopia just seems to be so real and we cannot help ourselves - not because watching 

children killing each other in mind twisted game is something we want to look at, but be-

cause descending of our society and doubting of our humanity seems to be already hap-

pening.  

Just to mention how terrified we are from few migrants and refugees escaping from war 

zones. But what if climate change makes northern Siberia more habitable and appropriate 

for agriculture, while large parts of sub-Saharan Africa become too dry to support a large 

population? How will the redistribution of people be organised? When events of this kind 

happened in the past, the social transformations were wild and spontaneous, accompa-

nied by violence and destruction.(3)  

Now we maybe can’t make a definitive stop to global warming but we definitely can slower 

it down, reduce the impact of ecological crisis, increase air quality and find a ways to make 

uninhabitable areas of our planet liveable and accessible for those who need it. 

!



Most if not all dystopias are focusing on cataclysmic decline in society, but at the same 

time are surrounded with no nature. Why is that? As if decline of society went hand in 

hand with disappearing of nature.  

But dystopia just draws attention to real world issues, resulting in a situation, what if all 

went wrong, or just slowly continued on as it goes from this point, where we are now, and 

thats why we believe in it. 

When society has already became very much aware that, utopia, a world with no crime 

and no poverty is not only unreal but will never happen. How can we as architects bring in 

new positive thinking? Of course utopia is and will stay forgotten and there is no coming 

back to hippie pinky sunglasses. 

!
nature does not exist 
!
The “nature” most of environmentalists talk about is gone and the harmonic, romanic visi-

on of nature presented to us is naive, never existed and needs to be reconsidered. Nature 

does not exist anymore. The wilderness, the untouched, unseen nature does not exist 

anymore.  

!
We live in a world of second nature (all the land around us is transformed, changed by a 

human), third nature (the nature, park or a garden, we try to harmonise, and make it look 

more beautiful and harmless than it could be - a sort of domesticated nature) and the next 

nature that we create consciously (genetically modified food and animals, manufactured 

landscapes) and unconsciously (deformation of animals by plastic attached to them that 

grow with and into their bodies changing their natural physiology). What is the next step in 

evolution of nature is clearly in our hands. As we evolve nature evolves with us. As well as 

we, nature is a commodity that, while valuable, is yet in a primitive state of development. It 

will be a better thing all around when bioengineering has refined the landscape so that 

people no longer need to coax proper behaviour from its component parts. Someday you 

will be able to unscrew your trees, rotate your hedges and shampoo your lawn.(4)  

But what other natures we will or could create and what other natures we want to and 

need to create in order to save that is valuable and necessary for us should stay apart. 

!
logical positivism 
!



Collectively gathering data, learning from each other, can help us to find answers to grea-

test environmental issues and ever more excessive pollutions of every kind and help to 

create a positive future. 

!
We can also find similar thinking appearing in last year between sci-fi writers referring to 

new movement “solarpunk” as a contraposition to dystopia. It is kind of a new movement 

based on defeating darkness. These authors wisely search answers in renewable energy 

sources (solar) and are very aware that vision of a beautiful future is nowadays a rebellion 

(punk). 

!
Searching for answer not in a traditional “ecological” and “sustainable” but exploring the 

use of technology to maintain a natural environment, by creating a robotic ecosystem, 

combining technology and nature without harming each other but supporting each other. 

Creating environments that would behave half natural, half mechanical while both would 

be dependent on each other. 

To understand how could biology and technology become increasingly indistinguishable is 

presented to us for example through work of artists Cohen Van Balen. Their art pieces 

precisely address exactly those issues we as architects should get inspired in sake of bet-

ter future. 

!
Yet there are many architects, artists and visionaries that start to use technology to visuali-

se and interpret data derived from the world around us and create innovative and 

sustainable responses to the rapidly changing global landscape, and those further our in-

tellectual curiosity. 

As studio Tomorrow's Thoughts Today invented fantastical creatures "CO2 scrubbers” that 

might find a home in the deforested areas of the Amazon and convert carbon dioxide to 

oxygen more efficiently than the trees that once stood there and "migrating forests" by tra-

veling as the climate changes. 

!
Despite all the little steps, that inspire us, rationalisation of our dreams is not an easy task 

and fast to be proven. And thats why believing in ourselves, that we can manage to make 

our world a better place is not easy either, therefore we need to accompany our believe 

with hope. 

!
!
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